Food-GE 2019: International Cuisine--India

Krishnendu Ray; Mon, Wed, 2pm-4:30pm; + Two Friday classes (June 1%, 12noon-8pm:;
and June 15™, 12noon to 8pm).

Place: TBD

Summer 2012 (Version 6.0)

Krishnendu.ray@nyu.edu

The Auto-biographical Imperative:
Class 1:
Remembrance of Repasts: Pictures and Lectures

Banerji, Chitrita. (2006). Feeding the Gods. Memories of Food and Culture in Bengal,
Calcutta: Seagull Books (pp. 3-134).

Orientations:
Class 2:
Paz, Octavio. (1995). In Light of India, New York, Harcourt Brace and Co (pp. 3-90).

Appadurai, Arjun. (1981). Gastropolitics in Hindu South Asia. American Ethnologist,
vol. 8, No. 3, 494-511.

Mathur, Saloni. (2007). India by Design. Colonial History and Cultural Display.
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press (pp. 1-108, 165-170).

EXTRA Class # 3: Friday, June 1%, 2012, 12noon-8pm, Kitchen Classroom
Cooking, Eating, Critiquing

Difference:

Class 4:

Ray, Krishnendu. (2004). The Migrant’s Table: Meals and Memories in Bengali-American
Households. Philadelphia: Temple University Press (pp. 1-47).

Zlotnick, Susan. (1996). Domesticating Imperialism: Curry and Cookbooks in Victorian
England. Frontiers 16, 2-3, 51-62.

Liang, Jennifer. (2007). Migration Patterns and Occupational Specialization of Kolkata Chinese:
An Insider’s History. China Report 43, 4, 397- 410.

Regions and Nations:

Class 5:

Achaya, K.T. (1994). Indian Food. A Historical Companion. Delhi: Oxford University Press (pp.
117-141).

Parida, Laxmi. (2003). Purba: Feast from the East. Oriya Cuisine from Eastern India,
Lincoln, NE: iUniverse [Cookbook]


mailto:Krishnendu.ray@nyu.edu

Parkes, Simon, Sarkhel, Udit. (2008). The Calcutta Kitchen. Interlink Publishing Group
[Cookbook].

Appadurai, Arjun. (1988). How to Make a National Cuisine: Cookbooks in Contemporary India.
Comparative Studies in Society and History, 30, 1 (Jan.), 3-24.

Contingencies: History

Class 6:

Achaya, K.T. (1994). Indian Food. A Historical Companion. Delhi: Oxford University Press (pp.
1-87).

Densities: Anthropology

Class 7:

Parry, Jonathan. n.d. “Death and Digestion: The Symbolism of Food and Eating in North
Indian Mortuary Rites.” Man (N.S.) 20, pp. 612-30.

Meister, Michael. (Ed.). (1995). Cooking for the Gods. The Art of Home Ritual in Bengal
Newark, NJ: The Newark Museum (distributed by University of Pennsylvania
Press) (pp. 1-69).

EXTRA Class # 8: Cooking Together in the Departmental Kitchen: June 15", Friday,
12noon-8pm, Dinner and Discussion

Class 9:
Langford, Jean M. (2002). Fluent Bodies. Ayurvedic Remedies for Postcolonial
Imbalance. Durham, NC: Duke University Press (pp. TBD).

Scarcities: A Detour

Class 10:

Arnold, David. (1994). The “Discovery” of Malnutrition and Diet in Colonial India. Indian
Economic and Social History Review 31, 1, 1-26.

Mike Davis, 2001, Late Victorian Holocausts, Verso (pp. 1-16, 23-64, 117-121, 279-
312 (Note: These page numbers often end in the middle of chapters).

Technological Modernities: A Critique

Class 11:

Shiva, Vandana. (1992). The Violence of Green Revolution: Third World Agriculture, Ecology
and Politics. London: Zed Books.

Health Survey in India http://www.nfhsindia.org/abt.html

Cultural Modernities: An Appreciation?
Class # 12:


http://www.nfhsindia.org/abt.html

Conlon, Frank. (1995). Dining Out in Bombay. In Carol A. Breckenridge. (Ed). Consuming
Modernity: Public Culture in a South Asia World (pp. 90-127). Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press.

Mukhopadhyay, Bhaskar. (2004). Between Elite Hysteria and Subaltern Carnivalesque: The
Politics of Street Food in the City of Calcutta. South Asia Research 24, 1 (May), 37-50.

Ray, Krishnendu and Tulasi Srinivas, (2012). Curried Cultures: Globalization, Food &
South Asia (UC Press) (pp. 64-211)

Rajagopal, Arvind. 2001. “The Violence of Commodity Aesthetics.” Social Text 68, Vol.
19, No. 3, pp. 91-113.

Assignments:

Participation: 10%
Choose between the two options below:

Option 1:

4-page, single-space, Early-Semester paper (due 1pm, 06/05/2012): 30%
4-page, single-space, Mid-Term Paper (due 1pm, 06/17/2012): 30%
4-page, single-space, End-Term Paper (due 1pm, 06/26/2012): 30%

In all three papers | want you to either eat-out in a number of Indian restaurants, and/or
shop in various “Little Indias” in Manhattan or Queens, and/or cook Indian food at home
AND wrestle with the material you have read. | want you to be reflective, intellectually
honest (that is without pretending to know stuff you don’t), and compassionately critical
of yourself and other’s writings, narrating your engagement with Indian food with fresh
eyes.

OR

Option 2:

Six, two-page, single-space, papers on 6 different clusters of readings, submitted the day
AFTER that cluster of reading is discussed in class.

Books to be used in class (that could be bought):

Achaya, K. T. (1994). Indian Food. A Historical Companion. Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Banerji, Chitrita. (2006). Feeding the Gods. Memories of Food and Culture in Bengal,
Calcutta: Seagull Books (pp. 3-134).

Breckenridge. Carol A. (Ed). (1995). Consuming Modernity: Public Culture in a South
Asia World. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Davis, Mike. (2001). Late Victorian Holocausts. London: Verso.



Langford, Jean M. (2002). Fluent Bodies. Ayurvedic Remedies for Postcolonial
Imbalance. Durham, NC: Duke University Press (pp. TBD).

Mathur, Saloni. (2007). India by Design. Colonial History and Cultural Display.
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press (pp. 1-108, 165-170).

Meister, Michael. (Ed.). (1995). Cooking for the Gods. The Art of Home Ritual in Bengal
Newark, NJ: The Newark Museum (distributed by the University of Pennsylvania
Press) (pp. 1-69).

Parida, Laxmi. (2003). Purba: Feast from the East. Oriya Cuisine from Eastern India,
Lincoln, NE: iUniverse.

Parkes, Simon, and Sarkhel, Udit. (2008). The Calcutta Kitchen. Interlink Publishing
Group.

Paz, Octavio. (1995). In Light of India, New York, Harcourt Brace and Co (pp. 3-101).

Ray, Krishnendu. (2004). The Migrant’s Table. Meals and Memories in Bengali-
American Households. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Ray, Krishnendu and Tulasi Srinivas. (2012). Curried Cultures. Globalization, Food and
South Asia. Berkeley, CA: UC Press.

Sanghvi, Vir. (2004). Rude Food. The Collected Food Writings of Vir Sanghvi. New
Delhi: Penguin.

Shiva, Vandana. (1992). The Violence of Green Revolution: Third World Agriculture, Ecology
and Politics. London: Zed Books.
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Breckenridge (Ed.), Consuming Modernity (pp. 23-48). Minneapolis, MN: Minnesota University
Press.

__.(1996). Modernity at Large. Cultural Dimensions of Globalization. Minneapolis,
MN: University of Minnesota Press.

Banerjee, Swapna M. (2004). Men, Women and Domestics. Articulating Middle-Class Identity in
Colonial Bengal. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Banerji, Chitrita. (1991). Life and Food in Bengal. London: Wiedenfeld & Nicholson.
__.(1997). Bengali Cooking: Seasons and Festivals. London: Serif.
___.(2007a). Feeding the Gods: Memories of Food and Culture in Bengal. New York: Penguin.

__.(2007D). Eating India. An Odyssey into the Food and Culture of the Land of Spices. New
York: Bloomsbury.

___.(2007c). Land of Milk and Honey: Travels in the History of Indian Food. London: Seagull
Books.

Breckenridge, Carol A. (Ed.) (1995). Consuming Modernity. Public Culture in a South Asian
World. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press.

Buettner, Elizabeth. (2008). ‘Going for an Indian’: South Asian Restaurants and the Limits of
Multiculturalism in Britain. The Journal of Modern History 80 (December), 865-901.

Chaudhuri, Nupur. (1993). Shawls, Jewelry, Curry and Rice in Victorian Britain. In Chaudhuri,
Nupur and Strobel, Margeret (Eds.), Western Women and Imperialism: Complicity and
Resistance (pp. 231-246). Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.

Collingham, Elizabeth M. (2001). Imperial Bodies. The Physical Experience of the Raj, c. 1800-
1947. Cambridge: Polity.

___.(2007). Curry: A Tale of Cooks and Conguerors. New York: Oxford University Press.
Conlon, Frank. (1995). Dining Out in Bombay. In Carol A. Breckenridge. (Ed). Consuming
Modernity: Public Culture in a South Asia World (pp. 90-127). Minneapolis: University of

Minnesota Press.

Das, Veena. (Ed.) (2003). The Oxford India Companion to Sociology and Social Anthropology.
New York: Oxford University Press.

Davis, Mike. (2001). Late Victorian Holocauts. EI Nino Famines and the Making of the Third
World. London: Verso.



Derné, Steve. (2005). Globalization and the Making of a Transnational Middle Class. In
Applebaum, Richard and Robinson, William. (Eds.). Critical Globalization Studies (pp.177-
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Knowledge. The British in India. Princeteon, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Dumont, Louis. (1970). Homo Hierarchicus. The Caste System and Its Implications (Chicago:
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